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I’m Andrew White, and I’m running for governor of Texas. 
 
Our state has had forty-eight governors. Some governors made tough choices to benefit our 
state. Others didn’t step up to the challenge and were forgotten by history. The governors with 
great wealth were no more admired than the governors of modest means. The liberal governors 
were no more insightful than the conservatives. The men were no better than the women. 
Religion, family name, school, or hometown - none of that made any difference to whether a 
governor made history or was forgotten by it.  
 
The one thing that separates the governors who made history from the ones that simply lived in 
it: in the words of Sam Houston, “Do right and risk the consequences.” That’s why I’m running 
for Governor: to do right and let the cards fall where they may.  
 
The moral authority to lead our state doesn’t come from serving only the people who voted for 
you. History is made by leaders who rise above politics. Leaders who cast a vision that includes 
all Texans and make decisions that stand the test of time. 
 
Our governor and our government are not making decisions based on the needs of Texas. 
Instead, they calibrate their decisions only to win the approval of a small group of extremists in 
their primary.  Doing what is right and risking the consequences is no longer the standard in 
Texas. It’s been replaced with: “Do the expedient and forget the rest.” 
 
That’s not the way you were raised, and it’s not the way I was raised, either.  
 
Speaking of that, as many of you know, I grew up in a political family. My father was governor in 
the ‘80s. But I’m not a politician. I’m an entrepreneur. For the past 20 years, I’ve started 
businesses. Some succeeded, and some failed. I’ve worked long hours, taken risks, and 
learned a lot along the way.  
 
But, I’ve never spent a day as a politician, and I won’t play political games. I’m a common sense 
Democrat, and I can beat Governor Abbott in November.  
 
I’m not looking for a stepping stone to the next office, and I’m not doing this for some political 
future. I’m doing this for Texas’ future. 
 
I’ll serve the people of Texas by creating jobs, expanding healthcare, improving education, 
making property taxes fair and ensuring equality for all Texans.  
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There are Texans who are never heard. There are needs never considered. There are millions 
who should be living a better life. We’d be better off if government would pay more attention to 
its real business, instead of just playing politics.  
 
What can leaders who “Do Right” accomplish?  
 

In 1985, my dad saw Austin as more than just a college town. So, he worked to turn 
Austin into a high-tech city with high-paying jobs. Naysayers said he was dreaming.  
 
He also helped millions of kids get a better education by raising teacher salaries and 
lowering class sizes. And, with No Pass / No Play, he set our priorities straight. Not a 
popular stance, but the right one.  
 
He protected us with the seat belt law, which saves more than a life a day. And back 
then, they said it was government overreach.  
 

30 years have passed, and we still celebrate the decisions that cost my dad his re-election. We 
celebrate because his decisions made Texas better.  
 
I’m proud to be Mark White’s son. But I’m not running because I’m his son.  I’m running because 
we need more leaders like Mark White. We need leaders willing to do right and risk their 
re-election.  
 
On my first day in office, I’ll do right by walking into the Capitol and finding the plaque that says 
the Civil War was not about slavery. The plaque they hung in 1959. I’ll remove it. 
 
No Texan of any race will ever walk past that plaque in their state Capitol again. This issue 
doesn’t need to be “studied” by our Governor. It’s a simple matter of right and wrong. 
 
In this campaign, I’ll use every occasion to address a health care system in Texas that’s badly 
broken and hurting our people. Our governor is forcing us to pay twice for healthcare in Texas 
by not expanding Medicaid. We pay our taxes—we should get our health care.  
 
Governor Abbott and Lt Governor Patrick have dramatically reduced spending on women’s 
health services, which is why more mothers die in pregnancy in Texas than any other state. I 
recently met with leaders of Planned Parenthood.  They described how cutting education 
services and limiting access to contraceptives has led to more unplanned pregnancies. 
Abortion is legal, and we must all work to keep it safe and make it rare. 
 
For schools: We’re 43rd in the nation. Let me say that again. We’re 43rd in the nation. How can 
we claim that we’re preparing our kids for the future when we can’t even prepare them for 
yesterday? 
 

2 



 

We face many challenges, but nothing’s more important than education. Listen to me: Politics 
won’t get us there. We need to fix this. Let’s start by attracting and retaining the best teachers 
with a $5,000 raise. And we pay for it by closing the $5 billion “Equal and Uniform” property tax 
loophole. 
 
I’ll also talk about how we can create real jobs that pay a living wage. Think of those who hold 
more than one job and who at the end of every year find their debts higher and their prospects 
lower. These are hard-working Texans. They deserve better. 
 
I’ll address criminal justice reform, environmental protection and the prudent management of 
government.  
 
I’ll campaign for the votes of every Texan, and I’ll not belittle any citizen by adopting one speech 
for a black audience, another for a Latino or Hispanic audience, one speech for the Baptists, or 
another for LGBTQ community. 
 
And throughout it all, I’ll never lie to you. If I’m wrong, I’ll admit it. I may not like it, but I’ll admit it. 
And, I’ll work with people on both sides of the issue.  I’ll listen.  I’ll ask questions.  I’ll treat others 
with respect.  There’s not an issue I’m unwilling to face. There’s not a voice to which I’ll turn a 
deaf ear, which, as a guy who actually is deaf in one ear, is not easy to do.  
 
I know what our next governor should do, and I’m prepared to do it. It’ll be a personal approach, 
not political one.  I’m asking you to vote for Andrew White, the person. I’m asking you to trust 
me with your state.  And, I’m pledging to you: I’ll earn your respect, I’ll work harder than I’ve ever 
worked, and, when I’m done, Texas will be in better shape than when I started. 
 
A few days after my dad passed away, Hurricane Harvey struck, flooding half the state. When 
the storm hit, like many others, I jumped in to help.  
 
I have a small boat, so a few friends and I put it in the water, and we started pulling people out. 
We did this for five days. I’ll tell you this, you can’t help but be overwhelmed when you arrive in 
a boat at a home with the waters rising all around it and a mom, dad and children standing on 
the doorstep, wondering if anyone was going to come. Those faces--the fear on them and the 
smiles on them--I’ll never forget. 
 
I’ll also never forget what happened in the Gulf Coast was more than just a storm. It was our 
government’s failure to do right and risk the consequences.  No thoughtful person could believe 
that the day of reckoning would never come. The facts were there, but for political reasons they 
were ignored. Our next governor must have a different attitude.  
 
I was born, raised and remain a proud Democrat, but, I’m not a radical. Extreme politics are 
rampant in Austin. Our state leaders are barely on speaking terms--and they’re all in the same 
political party. Our leaders have pulled Texas out of the mainstream and into the fringe. 
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“Us versus Them” works for football, but not in the real world. The real world is jumping into the 
flood.  The real world is using your spare time to take out wet sheetrock. The real world has 
people in it who don’t all look the same. Or, live in the same neighborhoods. Or, can afford the 
same things. When we get off Twitter and into the real world, like so many Texans did during 
the Harvey flood, we realize it’s not “Us versus Them.” It’s: “we’re all in this together.” And that’s 
the governor I’ll be.  
 
Governor Abbott attended my father’s funeral. My family appreciated his presence and his good 
wishes. Governor Abbott is not a bad man, but he is the wrong man for the future of our state. 
His 22 years in politics have shown that his approach to governing focuses on the few, not the 
many. He’s a leader who cares about politics and his re-election to the detriment of the rest of 
our state.  And, time and time again, whether in education, healthcare or property taxes, he has 
proven he won’t do right and risk the consequences.  After 22 years serving our state, Governor 
Abbott should have more to show for his service than a failed bathroom bill. With all do respect, 
it’s no longer Governor Abbott’s time.  
 
I’m not at war with people who hold different opinions. I don’t pick my friends based on how 
much is in their wallet. I don’t recognize pedigree, sexual orientation, gender identity, race or 
nationality in my choice of friends. I have no plans to build any walls and will feel better if the 
invisible walls between us were torn down. Walls such as I’m Pro-this and your Pro-that. Us 
versus Them. Simplistic labels don’t work. Instead, they prevent real progress on the tough 
issues. I’m not in this to extend the war going on between the red and the blue Texans. I’m in 
this to be a peacemaker and to turn our attention to more important issues. 
 
We need to put aside the wars between us. Sam Houston knew it … and our next governor 
must know it as well. It’s time for peace in our politics. 
 
My fellow Democrats, I know you’re tired of losing. I am too.  If winning in November is important 
to you, I’m your candidate. I wouldn’t be here today if I weren’t prepared to serve. I’m asking the 
people of Texas to listen to my thoughts, to hear the love I have for this state, to weigh my ideas 
and my intentions, and to make me their governor.  
 
I know this campaign won’t be easy. But I’m confident that I can speak to the hearts and minds 
of my fellow Texans. With a fair hearing, this will be a race for the governorship to be 
remembered and honored. Let’s go make a little history. Let’s do right and risk the 
consequences. 
 
I’m Andrew White, and I’m running for governor of Texas. 
 
Thank you and may God bless Texas. 
 
 

4 


